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PROPOSAL TO DE-DESIGNATE HOUSING SCHEME PROPERTIES 
LOCATED IN MEADOWSIDE BLOCKS AND JAGGER CLOSE, NURSERY 
CLOSE AND ST JOHNS ROAD 

1 Summary

1.1 This report sets out proposals to de-designate a number of 1 bedroom Housing 
Scheme flats at Meadowside, Jagger Close, Nursery Close and St Johns Road 
for general needs use to better utilise existing stock.

1.2 There are no proposals to decant residents; rather the units will be re-let to 
tenants with general needs as and when they become void.

1.3 All units proposed for de-designation are street properties and do not form part 
of any enclosed unit or communal space.

2. RECOMMENDATION

2.1. That the de-designation of the 1 bedroom Housing Scheme flats at Meadowside, 
Jagger Close, Nursery Close and St Johns Road for general needs use to better 
utilise existing stock and provide for general needs accommodation, be approved.

3. Background and Discussion
3.1. The Council currently manages fourteen Housing Schemes containing 485 units 

situated in various locations across the borough; some more easily accessible than 
others.  In 2012, three of these fourteen schemes were identified as being more 
suitable for general needs’ tenants and have therefore been the subject of a gradual 
de-designation process.  This has so far transformed 96 one bedroom ex-supported 
properties into much needed general needs accommodation, with just 39 supported 
properties remaining in these three schemes. This gradual de-designation process will 
continue until such time as all original Housing Scheme tenants have moved on.

3.2. During this process, it has become clear that there are other ex-annex properties which 
would also benefit from being de-designated back into general needs occupation.  
Each of these properties is adjacent to a Housing Scheme, but not physically 
connected in any way.  As these are also either street properties or flats within blocks 
that have no lift access, it is logical to de-designate these units as they are not popular 
to applicants that meet the criteria to access Housing Scheme accommodation.

3.3. This report therefore outlines proposals for the de-designation of a further 34 Council 
Housing Scheme street properties.
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3.4. Meadowside Flats
        These properties are managed from nearby Warren Court but are situated within a 

general needs block with no lift access.  There are 13 Housing Scheme flats which will 
be gradually de-designated as and when existing tenants move out. There are no 
communal facilities within this block.

         All flats can be easily de-designated, on a property by property basis at the change of 
a tenancy, without any disruption to existing residents, especially as the units are 
already integrated with general needs stock locally. 

3.5. Jagger Close, Nursery Close & St Johns Road
         These are all ex-annex street properties situated in roads which are adjacent to Stow 

Court, but situated on a completely separate site.  Existing tenants visit Stow Court to 
use the laundry and communal lounge.

         Of the 17 properties at Jagger Close, 14 are arranged in blocks of two, and three are 
houses.  There is 1 property in Nursery Close and 3 properties in St Johns Road, all 
of which are flats in blocks of two and are situated mainly fronting the road.  These flats 
are not particularly appropriate for those with mobility problems and can be de-
designated on an individual basis without disruption to the remaining residents.

3.6. A factor that further supports the designation process is the ending in March 2018 of 
KCC’s Supporting People grant funding which previously provided for the housing 
related support service at the Council’s Housing Schemes.  As the Council now 
provides an enhanced housing management service funded by a property based 
service charge, and none of these properties are situated within an enclosed scheme, 
the property based service charge is not applicable and so de-designation into general 
needs properties makes sense moving forward.  

3.7. Due to the physical location of the units detailed in this proposal, the impact of partial 
de-designation on existing residents will be minimal, as a sensitive lettings process will 
be adopted to mitigate any impact. The process to be followed will imitate the same 
process undertaken since 2012 following which there have been very few issues or 
complaints raised by existing housing scheme tenants with minimal impact on the 
service they have received.

3.8. In relation to letting the de-designated units, there is also scope to let units as a priority 
for tenants who are under-occupying via the Downsize for Cash scheme.  There may 
also be an opportunity to house more single applicants who don’t meet the criteria for 
a housing scheme unit, thus reducing the waiting list.
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4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan
4.1. This report relates to the Corporate Plan strategic aim ‘to facilitate quality, choice and 

diversity in the housing market, to create strong and self-reliant communities and 
deliver high quality services to service users’.

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other administrative implications and risk assessments

Financial Implications Rent levels will be the same for either 
designation. 

Housing Scheme tenants are charged service 
charges for costs for communal elements. 
The variable costs such as electricity and 
lighting would be likely to reduce on de-
designation. All other costs would be 
reflected in the service charges of those 
tenants still residing in designated 
accommodation.

Legal Implications None specifically emanating from this report.

Staffing Implications None specifically emanating from this report.

Administrative Implications None specifically emanating from this report.

6.  Details of Exempt Information Category
Not applicable.

7.  Appendices
None.
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